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Visitors should note that this gallery will be used for events and workshops, and so access may be 
limited to event participants. Dates when this Gallery will be in use, include an afternoon lecture on 
the 3rd  September, and a WW1 themed all day conference on the 12 September 2015.

Rozelle House Gallery One contains paintings from both the South Ayrshire Council and Maclaurin 
Trust Collections, specially selected to accompany ‘Next of Kin; Scottish Families and the Great War’ 
touring exhibition. Artists have played their part in war for many centuries in a variety of ways. Some 
used their skills in sketching landscapes, quickly noting artillery and defences; some were active in 
propaganda and as caricaturists. More recently, artists have been commissioned to visit war zones, 
communicating their experiences through their art. 

JD Fergusson (9 March 1874 - 30 January 1961) 

When War was declared in 1914, JD Fergusson, one of the Scottish Colourists, was enjoying the 
warm climate of the Cap d’Antibes, with his partner, Margaret Morris, a pioneer of modern dance.

By April 1918, the height of the War, Fergusson was forty-four. He became eligible for conscription for 
the first time, as the upper age limit was raised to fifty-one. However, he was deep in preparations for 
a solo exhibition to open at The Connell Gallery the following month, his first solo show in four years.

Fergusson did not want to participate. In fact, letters and documents at the time suggest he did 
everything he could to avoid being conscripted.

Samuel John Peploe (27 January 1871 - 11 October 1935)

Peploe was rejected for active service on medical grounds and spent the war in Edinburgh. In June 
1918, he sent an issue of Colour Magazine, containing reproductions of recent work by Fergusson, to 
Cadell whilst he was serving in the trenches. 

George Leslie Hunter (7 August 1877 - 7 December 1931)

Leslie Hunter was a Conscientious Objector and worked on his uncle’s farm at Millburn, near 
Larkhall.

Peter Howson (27 March 1958 - )

Howson was commissioned by the Imperial War Museum of London as official artist of the Bosnian 
war in 1993. On his first trip to Bosnia he was so traumatised that he asked to go home without 
having done any artistic work. He found white feathers pushed through his door. When he returned 
to Bosnia he managed to work, although his materials were stolen and he had to work in "boot polish 
and candlewax". 
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